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after collecting his rents, and though he himself isso.
escaped by  accident,  the driver of his  car was Oct. ie.
killed.    Two men were in custody on a charge of
wounding  another landlord,  Mr.   Boyd  of  New
Ross in Waterford, and killing his nephew.    Evic-
tions could only be carried out by armed force.
Process-servers went   in  constant  peril of their
lives.     Tenants were warned not to pay a rent
which was in excess of Griffith's valuation, made
between 1852 and 1868 by Sir Richard Griffith,
Chairman of the Board of Works.    Bailiffs and
land agents received threatening letters, or found
graves dug before their doors.    To take a farm
from which the tenant had been evicted required
courage and endurance of no ordinary kind.    The
evicted men were forcibly put back, and caretakers
were maltreated by bands of masked men.    There
arose a loud cry for the old remedy of suspending
the Habeas Corpus Act.    More than a hundred
landowners with their agents met in Dublin, andoct.7.
sent a deputation  to the  Castle demanding the
protection  of the   Government     Evictions  and
outrages increased side by side.    In the west of
Ireland people were starving, and  hunger is an
evil counsellor.    "Bands of peasants scoured the
country, firing into the houses of obnoxious in-
dividuals."1    The House of Lords had incurred a
terrible responsibility by rejecting the Bill which
would have stayed injustice at a time of distress.
But their selfish and short-sighted action could not
relieve the Government from the duty of coping
with a reign of terror.     Mr.  Gladstone and his
colleagues were fiercely denounced for moral com-
plicity with the outrages they did not prevent.
Public indignation was especially excited on thiscata*.
side of St. George's Channel by the cruel houghing maimms-
and   maiming   of  cattle  which were   found   on

1 O'Brien's Life ofParnett, I 247.